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PERTH AIRPORT — RAILWAY LINE 

396. Mr B.S. WYATT to the Minister for Transport: 
I refer to the minister’s announcement that the government is currently assessing four different route options for 
the airport rail line. 

(1) Can the minister explain why he is looking at alternative routes when the government announced a route 
during the election campaign that had apparently been fully funded and fully costed? 

(2) Is one of these four routes the fully funded and fully costed route? 

Mr D.C. NALDER replied: 
(1)–(2) In response to this issue and in taking over this portfolio, I made a request to the department to ensure 

that we were taking the most prudent approach possible. It advised me that it would be able to investigate 
the options without putting under pressure any delivery times or any budget issues. One of the options 
that we wished to investigate further—I did not really want to make a big issue of this—was that promoted 
by the Labor Party at the last election. The reality is that that option did not even meet the first hurdle. It 
was technically impossible and the ride would have been nearly 50 per cent longer and still would not 
have met the airport. It really failed a number of tests. We wanted to ensure that we were being prudent 
in the available options that I could present to government and that we had thought of every possible 
contingency. 

The other options are all variations of the same thing. I think I heard the Premier refer to this last weekend 
when he suggested that it was a matter of how much tunnelling we would undertake for a similar route. 
We wanted to understand the price of the different options. I am waiting on the final report, and we will 
follow due government processes. I am hopeful that I will be in a position very shortly to make some 
further announcements on that. 
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